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the following Sermon, ſo Inow publiſh it 


. "at yours. The Nature of the Subject, 
fo admirably fitted to animate the Chri- 
ſtian in a Courſe of Holineſs and Obe- 
dience, and to adminiſter Comfort un- 
dier the Loſs of pious Relatives, was, 
T believe, your principal Inducement, in 


deſiring its Publication. The Argu- 


not fail Felt for want of more 
Spirit and Life in 7 
of this Diſ- 
need not be minded that the 


courſe, 


Diſpenſations of Providence, however 
unſtarchabie they may ſometimes be, are 


always 


J 
riß ſome 
time before his Death, that I ar | 


eſedly noble; Twifh it may f 
ts 


ROWS N 
„ — wo 
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always ' righieous, and wiſe, and 
and This, with the Conſideration of that 


_ ongbt 1 * wh 


in a Union which not hi 


Friends departed in the Lord 2 ut 
14 meditate oftner of that wr gp 
Sin and 


Sorrow, and 
excluded, and 4 moſt powerful In- 
titemem, to ive more as Fellow- Citi: 


The INTRODUCTION. 
Zood ; 


better 2 where all Phe die in Faith | 
enjoy the tran ures of fight, 
22 10 75 ta the 2 | 
if ans. with whom you had. ſo long 
ved in the tendereſt Friendſhip, and 
Death 
lerory of aur 


could diſſoluve. May the 


and Sage, from 22 


fmper ſection, are for ever 


Sens with the Saints, and wt Beg, 


ants of the a W _ 15 . 
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wk R EWS xi. 13. 
Theſe all died in Faith--— 


8 ND 0 how deſirable 
= is ſuch a Death! What 
wiſe and good Man 

would not chuſe to 
die in Faith, much ra- 
WARRS YL ther than to live in 
EXCL CEE the hap P icft Condi- 


ſure is dead while he liveth ; he that dieth 


in Faith, tho he die, yet ſhall he live 3 


yea, he docs not ſo truly die, as paſs from 
one Life to another; to a pure and per- 


fect and endleis Life, from a Life that is 
mix d with Death: While he ſeems to fall 


by the Hand of his laſt Enemy, he riſeth 
5 B more 


* 


| tion this World af 
fords without it? He that liveth in Plea- 


* 


low. The Faith they died in was, in ge- 


ſerib d as the Subſtance of Things hoped 


1 A Sermon on the Death 


more glorious from that Fall, and, yield- 


ing himſelf a Captive, is more than Con- 


queror thro Faith. The Man that liveth 


without Faith, lives under the Dominion 


of Sin, which reigns in his mortal Body, 
is big with innumerable Evils, and, at 
laſt, bringeth forth Death. How much 
happier he, who, dying in Faith, returns 


his Body to the Duſt, that he may receive 


it free from all Taint of Corruption, and 
all the penal Effects of Sin, at the Reſur- 


rection! Thus happy were all thoſe di- 


vine Souls, whoſe Faith is celebrated in 
this Chapter, whatever Notion a vain 
Wotld might have of them, or what 
Treatment ſoever a wicked and ill natur 4 
World faw fit to give them. So many 


Examples as we here meet with of an he- 


roick Faith, ſo many Victories and Tri- 
umphs are we to remember. Theſe all 
died in Faith. But who were all theſe? 
All before-mentioned are primarily in- 


| tended ; but, as we may very well ſup- 


poſe, not only; ſince by Parity of Reaſon 
the ſame may be affirmed of all that fol- 


neral, that which in the firſt Verſe is de- 


to Senſe, Thro Faith we underſtand 
; that the Worlds were framed by the Word 
of God, ſo that Things which are ſeen 
: were not made of Things that do appear. 
, By Faith alſo we apprchend, not only 
* the Exiſtence, but the Nature and Pro- 
zh vidence of God, a ſupreme, eternal and 
4 molt perfect Being, every where preſent, 
on but no where viſible. Theſe Things are 
. plainly out of the Sphere of Senſe; but 
1 not beyond that of Reaſon; the ſame 
* 4 (I mean the Apoſtle Paul, who 
2 probably was the Author of this 
4 ga ) having elſewhere * obſerved, that 
* e inviſible Things of God, from the Crea 
ion of the. World, are clearly ſeen, bet 

* underſtood by the Things that are ma 

% Even his —.— Power and Godbead; / 
„ hat they are without Excuſe, who knows 
"BE ing God, (or being capable of knowing him 
p- by the Light of Reaſon). do not glorify 
on im as God. Of theſe unſeen Things 
* aith is therefore ſaid to be the Evidence, 
ge- 8 to him that firmly believes them 
de- y have the Jams: Pcs _ make 


of Mr. Sry James. ” 


For, and ibe Evidence of Things not ſeen. 


Faith here is not oppos'd to 8 but 


bea | * Rom. i. 20% 1% 
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4 .A Sermon on the Death 
much the ſame deep and lively Impreſ- 
ſions as Things manifeſt to Senſe. Be- 
ſides which Property of Faith, there is 
this farther, that it is the Subſtance of 
Things hoped for ; that is, of future good 
Things, ichn the Believer with a con- 
faent Expectation of them, which ſets 
them fal in his View, and gives him, 
as it were, immediate — 2, Such 
are thoſe good Things which God, who 
cannot lie, hath promiſed, and which 
the Faith of theſe dying Saints more par- 
ticularly and intenſely regarded; for ſo, 
after the Words, theſe all died in Faith, 
it immediately follows, 4 — wen, Fea 
ceived the ar i ſes, 7 
them afar off they were ed 0 
them — ee them, e 
that the 2 were Strangers and pts 1 
on the Earth. Not in this or that 
ticular Part of the Earth only, in Oppo- 
ſition to Canaan; but in whatever Part 
of the Earth they did now, or might. 
hereafter reſide, in Oppoſition to Hea- 
ven. The leading Promiſe of all was 
that of the Meſſiah, the Seed of the 
Woman, the Saviour of the World 
ans this, without al — ought 
NO 


— 


of Mr. Srxpfrm James. 5 
not to be wholly excluded the Meaning 
of the Text, being the chief Foundati- 
on or Corner-Stone on which the Hopes 
of the Pious have been built in all Ages. 
The Settlement of Abraham's Poſterity 
in the Land of "Canaan, is another Pro- 
miſe that makes a conſiderable Figure, 
in the Beginning of the ſacred Hiſtory. 
But neither this nor the former belong 
ſo immediately to the Scope of the 
Words: Not this, tis plain, becauſe it con- 
cerned not thoſe who lived before Abra- 
Bam, to whom the Promiſe of a nume- 
rous and national Poſterity was firſt made, 


or after the Iſraelites had full and quiet 


Poſſeſſion of this good Land; of all 
whom, nevertheleſs, it is ſaid, that hey 
' received not the Promiſe, v. 39. Nor in- 
deed, either of them, for this Reaſon, 
that the Faith theſe good Men died in 
is, by the three following Verſes, made to 
point directly to a future Life, and a Hap- 


pineſs there. They that ſay ſuch Things 


(namely, that they are Strangers and 
Pilgrims on the Earth) declare plainly, 


that they ſeek a Country; and truly if 


they had been mindful of that Country 
from whence they came out, they might 
TI = have 


— — 2.9 > th 
—— — 
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have had Opportunity to have returned ; 
but now they. deſire a better Country, 
even an heavenly : Wherefore God is not 
aſhamed to be called their God, having 
prepared for them a City. So that it 
was a heavenly Country, 4 City which 


Bath F ade e whoſe Builder and 


Maker is God, v. 10. that their Faith 
was fixed upon when dying; conceiving 
the Reſt which their Poſterity ſhould, or 
which they themſelves did, enjoy in Ca. 


naan, no otherwiſe than as a faint Type 
or Shadow of that everlaſting Reſt which 
remaineth for the People of God. 1 
ſhall only obſerve . farther, that as the 


Promiſe of a Saviour was, in Order of 
Nature, the firſt, ſo this of a Bleſſedneſs 


to come was the laſt: As that ſupports | 


all the other Promiſes, ſo this finiſhes 
and. crowns them. This * is. the Pro- 
miſe which he. hath promiſed us, even 


eternal Life, and this Life is in his Son. 


From the Words I ſhall take Occaſion 


to handle this general Point of Inſtrufti- 


on, that _ 
Holy Men of old all died in the Faith 


of an unſcen Reward, 


John il. 25. r 1 "wh 


cn 


, Mr. Sry, Jams. © 7 
In ſpeaking to which Doctrine I ſhall 
endeavour to ſatisfy theſe two n e | 


Fir, What we are to nadeeftand by 
their Faith of an unſeen Reward: 
Secondly, What 1 their 1 in this 

Faith. 


Firſt, What are we to underſtand by 
their Faith of an unſeen Reward ? It 
ſeems to ſignify theſe three Things. A 
full Perſuaſion of the Futurity of ſuch a 
Reward. A Preference of it in their 
moſt deliberate and conſtant Choice to 
any worldly and temporary Happineſs 
whatſoever, and a reaſonable Hope of 
their being in the Number of thoſe for 
whom this Reward is laid up. 
1. This Faith of theirs implies a "RE 
Perſuaſion of the Truth of a future Re- 
ward. They were all of them ready o 
pronounce as the Pſalmiſt, Yerily, there 
is a Reward for the righteous. There is 
another Life for all Men ; there is a Life 
of Bleſſedneſs and Glory for the Good. 
It is reaſonable to think, that carlier Ages 
reſembled the preſent in this, that there 
were too many who OS alike at all 
Hopes 


8 A Sermon on the Death 

and Fears of an after-ſtate, * as 
groundleſs and imaginary; and, per- 
haps, there were more then of this athei- 
ſtical Humour than there are now: Sure 
I am, if the Number of Unbelievers be 
as great now, they are more inexcuſable, 
ſince the Doctrine of Life and Immor- 
tality hath received ſuch an Addition of 
Light and Evidence, both from Reaſon 
and Revelation. But what ſenſual care 
leſs Sinners treated as a Dream and a 
Fable, the ſerious and thinking Part of 
Mankind always reverencd as a moſt 
awful Reality. They could never be of 
the Opinion, that Man periſheth as 
the Beaſt, the Soul with the Body, the 
thinking with the unthinking Part, the 
Part in which Man reſembles his Ma- 
ker, with the Part in which he is up- 
on a Level with inferior Creatures; 


ttat Virtue and Picty, when remov d out 


of Sight, are as much forgotten, of God 
as by an ungrateful World; or that an 
Almighty Being hath no better Rewards 
for Souls that love him, and whom he 
loves, than ſuch Things as he beſtows 
upon them in this Life, and, indeed, in 


common * his Friends and his * 
| mies. 


Mr. remit Javins, * e 5 


mies. Tbey could never ſuppoſe this to 
— all che Meaning of God's haoin 
ett to then, ot their pleaſing God, 
a of thoſe bi Words, that he w is 
their God, 2 their exceeding great 
Reward *, The Significancy and Lof- 
tines of the Lang mage would put ſuch 


a lean and be YO quite out of 
| Countenance. y was not God aſba- 
med i be ks i ir God but Ke 

he had prepared for them a City? f As 


much as ro” ſay, if he had not prepared 
for them a City, a Portion more com- 
plere and durable than any he gave them 
ere below, it would have been a Re- 
* to the Frendſſip, which, in cal- 
ing himſelf their God, he profeſſed to 
Rave for them. To be the Friend of 2 
King ſounds great; to be the Friend of 
God ſounds yoann * rows than to be 
one's felf a King hether their Faith 
all along took in the Reſutrection of the 
Body, as well as the Immortality of the 


Soul, and a State of Recompences, is 


not, fome may think, altogether fo cer- 
tain. Tis very likely that it did; and 


& Gen. ir. 4: XY, 1. xvii. 7. 7 Heb. 2 16. 
e 3 & that, 
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that, beſides a Tradition in the Church 
concerning this Article of the Reſurrecti- 
on, they argued the ſame Thing from 
their ſpecial. Intereſt in God „ Hens 

tion d: For if the Lord be my God, he 
is the God of my entire Perſon, not. of 
one Part of me only; this vile Body 


hall. fare the better for its Relation to 


a Soul that is related to God ; and tho 
it ſee Corruption, ſhall one Day be rai- 


ſed  incorruptible. They knew that the 


Death of the Body was the Execution of 
a Sentence paſt upon Man for the firſt. 
Tranſgreſſion, and that therefore, ſhould 
the Body for ever continue in a State 
of Death, it would look as if God was 
not, and never would be fully reconcil'd 
to them. Concerning ſome. of theſe 
ancient Saints we read towards the End 
of the Chapter, That they were tor- 
tur d, not accepting Deliverance, that 
they might obtain a better Reſurrection. * 
Theſe therefore had the Knowledge of 
a_ Reſurrection. And if theſe, why not 
all? Eſpecially when the Tranſlation of 
2 noch in his . ſeems to have been 


„ / 


bY deſign's 


0 , Mr. STepHiN Jas. 11 


deſignd as an early Intimation of the 
Nature and Extent of the Happineſs re- 
ſery'd for good Men in another Life. 
Of all the Faithful ſhall Enoch and Eli. 

Jah alone hereafter live, and be rewarded, 

in their Bodies? Reaſon will not allow 
us to ſuppoſe ſuch a ſtrange Difference 
as this in the Happineſs of good Men. 
2. Their Faith of an unſeen Reward 
was attended with a Preference of it, in 
their moſt deliberate and conſtant Choice, 
before any worldly and temporary Hap- 
pineſs whatſoever. © They did not mere- 
ly talk contemptibly of the World now 
and then, which is common enough, but 
| think ſo too, It was not a Notion they 
took wp in a diſcontented Humour, and 

laid aſide again when the Fit was over, 
but it was their ſtanding! uniform Jadg- 
ment, that ll is Vanity That Man's. 
chief Happineſs lies not on this Side the 
Grave, but on the other; not in created 

Goods, but in the Love and Enjoyment 
of the Creator. The Lord is my Por- 
tion, ſaith my Soul, therefore will I hope 
in bim. * Ah ! [wine are all theſe Things 


2 A 


vas a oy cu 


petually removed from one Place to ano- 


with thee, and a Sojourner as all my. 
ory were. "= n in a Palace, 


14 4 Sermon on the a 
without my God? What is this Earth if 


I muſt quit all Claim to my keayenly 
Country? Might! haye the whole World 


upon theſe Terms, I would reject it with 
Indignation, Alas}, the World is lite le 
to me now; when I am dying it will 
be leſs; and after. Death nothing at all. 
Where · ever Providence appointed them 
the Place of their Habitation, in a more 


delightful or , leſs. agreeable Scene, and 


whatever were the Circumſtances allot- 
ted them, they never reckoned. them- 
ſelves at home, never ſaid, tis good fur 
us to be here, never voted for an Immor- 
tality upon Earth; but confeſſed, that 


they were Strangers and Pilgrims. This 


was not the Language only of the 
Shepherd, whoſe Condition had little 
more Fixedneſs than a Tent, which is per- 


ther, Gen. xlvii g, And Jacab ſaid unto 
Pharaoh, The Days af the Tears of m 
Pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty 
Tears, few and eil baue the; Days of 
the Tears 9 of my Lafe een; but of — 
King too, P/ xxxix 10. I am 4 fun 


A | and 


of Mr. STeeusn Javss, 13 
and they in Tents, made no Difference 
in this Matter. A Crown had no Charms, 
a Court no Pleaſures (or none but what 
were low and taſteleſs) for him, whoſe 

Heart panted and breathed after a diviner 
Felicity, ſaying, When ſhall I come and 
appear before God? In his Preſence is 
wine fs of * 09," 4 his right Hand are 
Pleaſures for evermore. The good Man 
faith as Fob (but not becauſe broken with 
Sorrows as he was) { wonld not liue al- 
Ways & The wicked Man, let me ne- 
ver die, fo I may always live in world- 
ly Eaſe and Proſperity ; ſo different is 
the Voice of penn and Senſe, of — 
and Nature 
3. They were not without good Hope 
of a Part in the promiſed Reward, To 
have thought of Heaven, but as a Place 
which they muſt not ſee, or ſeeing muſt 
not enter; of God, but as one who had 
caſt them off for ever; would have been 
inexpreſſibly ſad and afflicting to Souls 
that lovd God as they did, and had ſet 
their Aﬀettions on Things above. But 
for this Oy; cat they loy'd God 


An 


ſupremely, 


14 w Sermon on the Death 
ſupremely, they could not juſtly enter- 
tain a Suſpicion, that they ſhould be 
eternally baniſhed from his Preſence : 
For this very Reaſon, that the Suppoſi- 
tion of ſuch a Baniſhment, abſtracting 
from other Confiderations, alarmed and 
terrified them, they might be aſſured that. 
it would never be their Lot. The Angels. 
their own Habitation, Jude 8 Epiſtle, 
ole 6th Verſe, 79 dh, omnrner, their 
proper Habitation, for ſo it was as long 
as they continued in their Integrity; the 
Purity of the Abode ſuited that of their 
Nature, which was no ſooner corrupted. 
by Sin, but the Place immediately caſt 
them out. It may be ſaid of all holy 
Souls, that Heaven is, tho not their na. 


tive yet, their proper Region, to which ? 


therefore they as naturally aſcend as a 
re and active Flame mounts upward. 
Upon the fame Account as the apoſtate 
Spirits were thrown down from theſe 
ccleſtial Manſions they ſhafl be received 
into them, filling up the Room of thoſe: * 
fallen Angels, as the Iſraelites did of 
thoſe Nations, which che Land fpew'd _ 
out when they had defiled it. SQ that, 
you _ a — Hope either — | 
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accompanies a heavenly Temper, or ak 


ways ought to do it. Having thus con- 


ſider d the Faith of theſe holy Men, 


which was the firſt Thing propos d let 


us enquire 

Secondly, What we are to underſtand 
by their dying in this Faith: And why 
may not the Expreſſion intimate theie 


following Things? the Conſtancy of 


their Faith; its being a ſuitable and de- 
cent Cloſe of the Life they had led; and 
that it was their main Support in dying. 
r. This Expreſſion. of their dying in 
Faith, may 9 reaſonably ſuppos d to de- | 
note the Conſtancy, both of their Faith 
it ſelf, which vanquiſh'd all the Temp- 


I tations that could be thrown in its Way, 
| and of their Profeſſion of it, which held 


out to the laſt, They equally abhorrd 
Infidelity and Hypocriſy, neither thro' 
Error falling from the Faith, nor thro' 
Cowardice baſely deſerting or diſguiſing 
or denying it. In them Faith was a 
lively permanent Principle, which ceaſed 
not to exert its Activity till they them 
{clves gave up the Ghoſt ; and then, like 
thoſe who ſhall be found alive at the 
laſt * it did not ſo properly dye as 
Was 


was chang d, putting on Immortality unt. 
der another Form and Name; for the 

Object being preſent, what was Faith be- 
fore immediately commenced S;7zht, The 
Trial of their Faith, being much more 
precious than of Gold that perifheth, tha 
it be tried in the Fire, was found unto 


Praiſe aud Honour, and Glory. Of ſuch 
a Faith as this the Houſe in our Savi- 
our's Parable, that was built on a Rock, is 


a proper Emblem. The Rains deſcend- 
ed, the Floods tame, and the Winds 
blew and beat upon the Houſe, and yet 
it fell not, becauſe it was founded on a 
Rock. + The Foundation F God, even 


his holy Covenant, which he had eſta- 


bliſn'd with them, flandeth fare ; and 


to this he truſted, ſo that no Storms 
could ſhake their Faith, no Floods could 
quench their Love. || The Proſperity of 


wicked Men, and the Afflictions of the 
Righteous, that Deluge of Impiety which 
had over- ſpread the World, and threat» 
end its Deſtruction, while the God of 
Heaven kept Silence, as if he were retir d 
from the Scene of Action, and regarded 


. T w. 5. unt viii 7. 
not 


6 ß 


| fromthe dead and we will Believe. But 


and ſuch like Riddles, that were fatal to 
the Eaith of many others, were not ſo to 
theirs, who took the Matter by the right 
Handle; and inſtead of conſidering theſe 


Things as ObjeQions againſt the Provi- 


vidence of God, and conſequently againſt 
- Improv'd them as very 


Arguments for ſuch a State, where 


a 
God will fet the Affairs of his Govetn- 
ment in 4 clearer Light, and effeQtually 


vindicate his Perfections and Providence 
from all A ſperſions, A great many Things 
conſpir d to betray and overthrow their 

Faith, as the Number of bad Examples 
which beſet them on all Hands, the Pre- 


valency of Error, the Corruption of their 
own Nature, the Blandiſhments of Senſe, 
the Inſinuations of Company and Acquain- 
tance, the Sophiſtry 
ſon, and the Confidence, the Wit, and 
Banter of profane Scoffers, walking 'after 
their own Luſts, and ſaying, ¶ here is 
abe of his Coming £ Whoever re- 


turned from this inui/ible World which 


you tall ſo much of Shewus one rien 


ur vain were all theſe Mines and ay 
6 D their 
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their Faith, after all, ſtanding fix d and 


impregnable ; as well it might, when it 
had not only the Support of their natu- 
ral Notions concerning a World to con 

but alſo of the Power and Love and Faith- 


fulneſs of God. They endured to the 


End, and were ſaved; were faithful to tlie 
Death, and received a Crown of Life. 
2. Their dying in Faith plainly enough 
hab that their Death was but a ſuitable 
and decent Cloſe of the Life they had 


led; twas all of à Piece, and all regu- 


lar, and they had before lived by Faith * 
as they now died in it. Their Death, 
as the laſt Act of Life, only finiſtrd the 
great Work, and ſhew'd its Unity and 
Perfection. This was not the firſt Time 


of their putting on this celeſtial Armor; 
they always went clad in ic, and, by the 


Help of it, had been victorious in mani- 
fold Encounters. By Faith they pleaſed 


God, chearfully complied with the Com- 


mand to offer up their'beſt lov'd Com- 
wy choſe to ſuffer Affliction with the 


"_ had 1 to i e of 
OILS l 
119115 4 Rewards 


75 e of God, rather than enjoy the 
Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, - becauſe 
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Reward; they ſubdued Kingdoms, over” 


came the World, and, which is yet great- 
er, conquer d their own Luſts and Paſſi- 
ons, wrought Righteouſneſs, became Heirs 
of the Promiſes, and, in one Word, obtain d 

a good Report of Men, if they were not 
bad indeed, and of the Truth alſo, which, 
in the inſpired Writings, hath tranſmitted 
their ſhining Examples to the moſt diſtant 
Poſterity. Many will ſay as Balaam, Let 
me die- the, Death of ** Righteous, 
and let my laſt End be like his; My 
Death, but not my Life: I would wil- 


lingly enjoy my ſinful Pleaſures as long. 


as 1 can, and then try the Virtue of Faith. 
And doſt thou think, O vain Man ! that 
the Privilege of dying in Faith is reſer- 
ved for thee? Or that the Faith, which 
thou mayeſt have when thou comeſt to 
leave the World, is the Faith theſe good 
Men died in? O do not thus deceive thy 
ſelf to thy own Perdition ! True Faith is 
quite another Thing than thou art apt 
to conceit it, implying ſuch a Preference 
of heayenly Things, as tis impoſſible thou 
ſhouldeſt have, after thou haſt minded none 
but carthly ; ſuch a Taſte for divine Plea- 
i ſuch a Reſt op e in 


. 
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God, as can never, without a Miracle, be 
found in Souls, that, for a wholc Life to- 
_ gether, have wallowed in impure and fen- 
ſual Delights, Such a Change is not of- 
ten, if ever, wrought in an Inſtant. 
ſhall only beg you to conſider this far- 
ther, that it muſt be very odd to think 
of beginning a Life of Faith a Moment 
or two before you are to conclude it, 
To add no more 
3. Hereby is enifed, that Faith was 
thetr main Support in dying; being able 
to make the ſame Challenge as the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, and in his Words (tho they 
could not have underſtood them in the 
Pulneſs of theit Meaning) O Death 
_ is thy Stin O Grave ! where 
i thy Viffory ? And, with Exultation, 
* as he gs LO. 
ht tht, I have 
my C. have beps the Faith; 1 
forth 4 Crown of Ri ighteouſneſe is laid 
aß for me. "This made it te be no Dif- 
> of belts — the World, as 
Abraham his' Country and Kindred , 
having fo good a Guide to conduct them; 
yet not, as he, to wander in unknown 
| Regions but to enter into everlaſting * 
| 4 e 


* Mr. STEPHEN Janes. 21 

The Shield of Faith will not only q wench 
che fiery Darts of Satan, but repel the 
Arrows of Death too, Never is the 
Worth of this Grace ſo ſenſibly diſcern'd, 
as in the Strength and Peace it commu» 
nicates to the dying Chriſtian, whom (af- 
ter it hath enabled him to ſurmount the 
Hardſhips and Trials of Life) it many 
times elevates above the Fears of Death 
too; ſo that he is no more ſhock d at its 
Approach, than by that of any ordinary 
Event: A Sight much more pleaſing to a 
judicious Mind than à Roman Triumph 
could be ! When he is paſſing thro the 
dark Valley and Shadow of Death, Faith, 
| oy 2 Ray from Heaven, enlightens the 
my Path, and helps him to behold 

0 Hills of Salvation that lie beyond 
it. We here ſee the Waters of Jordan 
divided again by Faith, and the Soul 
march dauntleſs thro to take Poſſeſſion 
of the promiſed Reward. Moſes was 
called up to Maunt Nebo, from thence to 
ſurvey the Land of Canaan, and then 70 
die in the Mount, Deut. xxxli. 49, 50. 
As if, after this Sight, he would die more 


Man beholding with an Eye of Faith the 
mucb 


| contentedly. In like Manner, the pious 
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much fairer Inheritance in Light, calmly 
_ reſigns himſelf to the Stroke of Death. 
| Moſes. was to ſec Canaan at a Diſtance, 
but neyer enter it, which would have 
made this Procceding look more like a 
Puniſhment than a Fayour, if his gene- 
rous andpublick Spirit had not given him 
an Intereſt in what ſhould. befal the Peo- 
ple of God in future Ages, and his Faith | 


from the earthly Canaan had not raiſed mini 


his Thoughts to his heayenly, into which 
he knew he ſhould not be denied Ad- 
miſſion. O raviſning Proſpect Unfading 
Light! Rivers of Pleaſure ! Manjions of 
Reſt! Crowns of Glory! Bright and an- 
gelick Hoſts beholding the Almighty's 


Feace, celebrating his Perfections and 


Works, and ſurrounding his Throne, from 
whence he graciouſly. ſmiles on the ado- 
ring Multitude, and in every Smile darts 
incffable Joy into. their Hearts! This is 
the Place whither the Spirits of the Juſt 
immediatcly aſcend, upon. their Releaſe 
out of this ſinful Life! This the Compa- 
ny with which they join ! This their Em- 
ployment and Happineſs! And after the 
Revolution of a few Years (few compar 
ro the . of Eternity 0 each, Soul ſhall 

ho reſume 
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reſume the Body, of which Death diſpoſ- 
ſeſs d it, free from all its old Infirmities, 
array d in new and ſurprizing Beauty, and 
inveſted with the utmoſt Perfection a Bo- 


dy is capable of. The Terrors of Death 


muſt flee before this Thought, as the 
Shades of the Night before the riſing Day. 


We may ſay to ſuch as go about to ad- 
miniſter Conſolation upon any other Prin- 


ciples, but thoſe of Faith, as Fob did to 
his Friends, Miſerable Comforters are ye 


all. Tell ne not that to dye is natural 


and unavoidable, a Law that all muſt 


ubmit to ſooner or later, whether they - 


will or no: A moſt wonderful Comfort 


under the Apprehenſions of an impend- 


ing Calamity to know that it is inevi- 


able! Tell me not that, of all human 


Evils, Death is the only one whoſe Pre- 
ſence never incommoded any one, and 
which makes us uneaſy only by its Ab- 
piece of trifling Wit, when J need ſome- 


of healing, a wounded Mind. For upon 


uppoſition there be another Life after 
this, this applauded Thought hath no 
Manner of Foundation ; the Soul, which 


ſence, This is putting me off with a 


thing more ſolid, and exaſperates, inſtead 


* 
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is 
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by his welk beloved Sen Jeſus Chriſt, hath 


24 A Sermon on the Death 


is the only Thing ſenſible while the Man ſel 
lives, being no leſs ſenſible after Death than | <2 
before, and the Soul of a wicked Man 
ſenſible of nothing but Miſery : And tho 
Death ſhould be ſuch an Evil as it is here 
deſcrib'd, tis but a thin and ſorry Fence 
this againſt the Fears of it! The Evils of 
Life, if they, are felt, argue Senſe and 
Perception, which is the Foundation off 

Happineſs; while Death, together with the 
Senſe of it ſelf, if it implics Annihila- 
tion, deſtroys all A of Pleaſure ot 
Happineſs too., * Tell me not again, 
that tho the Time of Life appointed to 
all be ſhort and irrevocable, yet tis in a 
Man's Power to extend his Memory by 
virtuous Deeds. If the Poets God had 
nothing to offer more con ſolatory than 
this, L enuf ſay, that his God is not as 
our God, who only. hath Immortality, and, 


given us the Words of eternal Life; who 
does not only encourage us with the Pro- 
miſe that the Juſt ſhall be had in ever 


lating Nm rancn, but that they them 


* Stat fan xe Dies en cms Tem 
Omnibus eſt ; fed famam extendere factis pus 


Hoc Viveatis opus. Virgil ÆEneid. Lib. x0. 


ſelves ſhall live for ever in a State of un- 
conceivable Perfection: And, in Truth, 


unleſs 1 have ſome rational Aſſurance of 


this, that 1 my ſelf ſhall have a real, ſen- 
ſible, happy, Exiſtence, it will yield me 
but little Relief that my Name is likely 
to be ſomewhat longer liv'd than this frail 
Body: = ſince if it ſhould ſo happen that 
I am well ſpoken of by a few when 1 
am no more, I ſhall know nothing of it, 
and be never the better for it, and ſo can 
have no Enjoyment of the imaginary 
Bleſſing, but by Way of Anticipation. 
To theſe, and ſuch, like heatheniſh Me- 
thods of. encount'ring the Terrors of 
Death may juſtly be. applied thoſe Words 
of the Nophet 1/azah, The Covering is 
narrower than that a Man can wrap 
himſelf i init. Let who will pleaſe them- 


ſelves with talking of a philoſophical - 
Death; may I die like a Chriſtian ! Let 

them truſt to natural Reaſon and Re- 
ſolution; but, O Lord, do thou give 


me Faith! Let this Angel comfort-me-in 
my dying Agonics, and I matter them 
not. Faith will prop my languiſhing 
Head, diſpel the Miſts from my clouded 
Eyes, quicken. nſy feeble Pulle, and re- 

E vive 
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vive my ſinking Spirits. The richeſt Cor- 
dial in Nature cannot compare with it. 
When my Strength and my Heart fails 
me, this will be the Strength of my Heart, 
by aſſuring me, that God will be my Por- 
tion for ever. O let me be but ſtrong 
in Faith when my Body lies weak and 
helpleſs, and dying! As my End ap- 

proaches let me have brighter Views,” an 
more overflowing Hopes of heavenly Joys, 
and I defy the worſt that Death cam do. 
I am ready te enter the Liſt when God 
pleaſeth, and ſhall write down my laſt 
; Day as that whereon I am to triumph. 4 
And now,” to make a little Ute of 

What hath been delivered. 3 
1. I infer the ſingular Aten of 
Faith: For, not to mention any other 
Trial of it, tis abundantly enough that 
it will ſtand this laſt and greateſt. Let 
the Infidel bring his vaunted principles to 
the Teſt, and ee if they will bear it. 
Faith may paſs for Weakneſs and Folly 
among ſome; Men; but they muſt give 
others Leave to think it a Point of the 
higheſt Wiſdom. Nay, I will undertake 
to prove it ſo upon the- grand Principle 
of theſe Men, THR there is no Life to 
8 ; come. 
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come. For Argument's ſake, 1 ſuppoſe, 
there is not ; how will the Account then 
ſtand between the Bcilever and the Un- 
believer! Why, when they are dead, they 
will, both be upon a Level: But not 
when they are dying. No, here the Be- 
liever hath vaſtly the Advantage; for, be- 
ſides that the other, in (pite of all his 
Endeavours to the contrary, cannot but 


have ſome Jealouſics of a future Reckon-. 


ing, which will keep his Mind penſive and 
anxious ; his beſt, his only Reſort is An- 
nihilation, or the wretched Hope that he 
ſhall be no more, that he ſhall entirely 
periſh; which is juſt like a Man's throw- 
ing himſelf i into a rapid Flood, from which 
there is no Poſſibility of his getting out 
again, to avoid a cruel Enemy that pur- 
ſues him; he chuſes Death in this Form 
only, as lefs dreadful than falling into ſuch 
mercileſs Hands. This is the Condition 
of the Free-thinker, (as he loves to call 
himſelf) diſmal you ſee, . at the belt; 

while, at the worſt (J do not mean food 
the former) the Believer: hath the Sup- 


porr of his Faith, which, if it were an 
Error, is yet ſufficient to ſcatter the Fears 


pt DEG But now, if there be * 
| | ite, 


T3 
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Life, (and we may be as certain of it as 
of any thing which we cannot ' ſee) 
what then is become of our Boaſter > He 
is miſerable by his own Confeſſion 3 
while the Believer, the good Man, is be- 
yond Exprefſion happy, compleatly and 
cternally happy. And would any one 


but a moſt egregious'Fool try ſuch a dan- | 
gerous Experiment, and engage in a Game | 


of Hazard, at Which he muſt ſtake all 
againſt nothing? 3 
28. The Examples of theſe antient Ser- 
vants of God ſhould ſtir us up to an Imi- 
tation of their Faith, both living and dy- 
ing. Their Faith is indeed a great Con- 
firmation of ours, and accordingly this is 


the Uſe which this ſacred Writer himſelf | 
makes of what he had ſaid, in the firſt | 
Verſe of the following Chapter; where- 


fore, ſceing we alſo are compaſſed about 


with ſo great @ Cloud of Witneſſes, let 


us lay aſide every Weight, and the Sin 
that doth fo" eafily beſet us, and run with 
Patience the Race that is ſet before us. 
God hath had his, Witneſſes in all Ages 
of the World, in the earlier as well the 
later, who have born their Teſtimony to 
the Wifdom of his Ways, and the Faith. 
NET wy | fulneſ 


g 
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fulneſs of his Promiſes, as he alſo hath te- 


ſtified of their Gifts and Graces, that they 


were ſincere and well pleaſing in his Sight. 
This Teſtimony of their Lives is a conſi- 
derable Help to our Faith in theſe peri- 
lous Times, and the Teſtimony of their 
Death, perhaps, a ſtill greater. Let us do 
likewiſe, let us live as they did, that we 
may die like them. We have the Ad- 
vantage of them many Ways: We can- 
not ſay, that ſince the Fathers fell aſleep, 
all Things continue as they were. The 
Meſſiah, or Chriſt, is ſince come, and hath 
told us all Things, to whom we ſhould 


look as the Author and Finiſher of our 


Faith, who hath brought Life and Im- 
mortality to light by the Goſpel; hath 
both enlarged our Proſpect, and made 
it more clear and diſtinct. We ſee Hea- 
ven opened, and Feſus ſtanding at the 
right Hand of God, t0 animate his faith- 


ful Combatants, and receive their Spi- 


rits when commended into bis Hands. 
We know, whom we believe, that he is 
able to to keep what we commit unta 
him: He is the Reſurrettion and the Life. 
In the Goſpel of Chriſt, we haye moſt 
John iv. 25. xi. 25. Heb. xül. 2. 2 Tim. x. 12. 


expreſs 
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expreſs Promiſes of the heavenly Coun. 
try, and a kind of a Map or Delincation 

of it. In the Blood of Chriſt, we have 
the Price of the Inheritance, a Price 


equal. in value to the Poſſeſſion purchaſed 


with it; inſomuch, that be the expected 


Bleſſedricls never ſo great, and the Expet- 


ant, in his own Apprchenſions, and in re- 
ality, never ſo unworthy of it, if he un- 


feignedly love Chriſt, he cannot reaſon- 


ably doubt of his attaining it. In the Re- 


rectioꝝ and A, cenſion of Chriſt, we have 


an Example of the Reſurrection and Con- 


ſummation of the juſt, who/e vile Bodies he 

7 7 gion like to his moſt glorious Baay, 
by that mighty Power whereby he is able 
to ſubdue 2 Things unto himſelf. In the 
Spirit of Chriſt we have a molt ineſtima- 
ble Pledge and Earneſt of the Glory promi- 
fed. The Church is bleſſed with larger 
Effuſions of the divine Spirit, and clear- 
er Manifeſtations of the divine Will: Be- 


ſides the Liſt of their primitive Saints, we 


have a new Roll of Chriſtian Heroes, and 
by a long Succeſſion of excellent Perſons, 
before and ſince the Goſpel, who have 


exhibited the Truth in their Lives, and 


ſealed it with their dying Breath, and 
2 lome. 
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ſometimes with their Blood, are ſilemt- 
ly reproached with our Sloth, our, Worldli- 
neſs, our Puſillanimity and Unbelief. 0 


Sirs! let us be ambitious of joining our 
felves to this glorious Army, headed by 


N Chriſt the Captain of our Salvation, and 
s follow their Faith, remembering the _y 
: of their Converſation. 

7 Of this Number was your deceaſed Pa 
2 ſtor; he died in Faith, and we have ground 
4 ro hope, is now inheriting the Promiſes. 
3 The laſt Words he ſpake, or aim'd to 
peak, werethole in the Cloſeof the 4th 
1 Chapter of the 1 Epiſt. to the Theſſals- 
/ zians, Comfort one another with theſe 


even as others who have no H. 

if we believe that Feſus died and roſe 
again, even ſo them alſo that erp in 
Jeſus, will God bring with" him; for 
this we ſay unto you, that we that are a: 


Lord, ſball not prevent them that are as 
fleep; for the Lord himſelf” ſhall def- 
cend from Heaven with a Shout, with 
the Voice of the Arch. Angel, and with 
| the Trump of God; and the . 5 lire Chriſt 


a 


Words; namely; That we ſorrow * 


live, and remain to the coming of the 


ou " 105 then we that are alivr 
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and remain, ſalt be caught up taget her 
with them in the Clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the Air, and ſo ſhall we ever be 
with the Lord. A great Diſorder of Bo- 


dy made the latter Part of his Life, as 
leſs comfortable to himiclf, fo leb uſeful 


20 others, than, I am perſwaded, it would 


otherwiſe have ry The Soul, let it 
be never ſo well diſpoſed, can but bad- 
ly perform its Part, 3 the Body hangs 
upon it like a dead Weight, clouds its 
Luſtre, and impairs its Vigor. I will not 

ſay that Charity obliges us to make Al- 
lowances in ſuch Caſes, ſince tis but a 
Piece of Juſtice that we owe worthy Men, 
to over · look their Decays for the Sake of 
thoſe good Fruits, which the World and 
the Church reaped from their Labors 
and Examples, in their more flouriſning 
Time. His miniſterial Qualifications will 
be acknowledged by chaſe chat knew him, 
and are competent Judges, to have exceed- 
ed the common Rate. To good and 
natural Abilities he had added a conſide- 
rable Stock of acquired Learning, which 
he amaſſed together with unwearied Pains 
and Diligence; and tho it may be faid þ 
* he was covetous in getting Know- 
ledge, 


— 
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ledge, (yet contrary to what is obſeryed 
in other Caſes, where Covetouſneſs is a 
Vice) he was altogether as free in com- 
municating it. His happy Talents for the 
inſtructing and forming of Youth com- 
mitted to his Care, and the Delight he 
took in this Work, while he could de- 
light much in any Thing, many, I hope, 
recolle&t with a grateful Pleaſure ; his 
Treaſure of ſcripture Knowledge, out of 
which, as a Scribe well inſtructed to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, he brought forth 
Things new and old; his ſerious pathe- 
tick and judicious Way of preaching, 
equally adapted to thoſe of higher and 
of meaner Capacities; you of this Con- 


gregation had too long the Benefit of not 


to obſerve; and, give me leave to add, too 
long to be excuſable, if you made no Im- 
provement under them. Among the 
Virtues of our departed Friend, I can- 
not forbear making particular Mention of 
three or four, both becauſe he viſibly ex- 
celled in them, and they ate equally fit 
to be propoſed to the Imitation of all. 
The Virtues I mean, are the Simplicity and 


Openneſs of his Temper, his Contempt 
of Lans World, his unenvious, catholick 
SR F and 
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and "chriſtian Spirit, and his active Z eal 
in doing Good. Theſe are all moſt ami- 
able Qualities, (Graces we may call them, 
when they are the Fruits of Faith, as in 
this Servant of God ;) and, I am ſorry to 
ſay it, are the more valuable, like ſome 
other Things, for being rare. He was an 
Ifraclite indeed, in whom was no Guile, 
without Artifice and Deſign, both in his 
Preaching and Converſation, in which, 
as St. Paul was his Pattern, ſo he copied 
him very exactly, 2 Cor. 1. 12. Our Ne- 
Joycing is this, the Teſtimony of our Con- 
ſcience that in Simplicity and godly Sin- 
 cetity, not with fleſbly Wiſdom; but by 
the Grace of God, we have: had our 
Converſation in the World, And in the 
4th Chap. of the ſame Epiſtle, Verſe 2. Mie 
have renounced the 22 Tbingsof Dif- 
honeſty,not walking inCraftimeſs, nor hand. 
ling the Mord of God deceitfully, but by 
Manifeſtation of the Truth, commending 
aur ſelves to every Man's Conſcience i in the 
Sight of Gad. In an intimate Acquain- 
tance of many Years, I cannot call to mind 
any one Inſtance that diſcovered an Inclin- 
tion in him, to Methods of Tricking and | 
n fir * a Man _ 
ve 


chief Delight; 
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have too much Simplicity for this Worlds 
my anſwer is, better ſo than have too lit- 
tle for another: He had as hearty, and 
thorough an Indifference to the World, as 
moſt I have known. Did St. Paul in his 
Appeal to the Elders of Epheſus < prey. +2 

iy declare that he had coveted no Man's Sil- 
vet or Gold? Our Friend could have done 
the ſame, knowing no othet Uſe of Mo- 
ney, than to ſupply the real Occaſions of 
Life, and to expend in Charity and Bene- 

ficence. How free was he from that baſe, 
unmanly, ugjuft, and yet natural, Paſſion 
of Envy? Eaſy to heat others commended, 
and pleaſed to have an Occaſion of praiſing 
them himſelf? In this, I muſt confeſs, I 
have not often met with his Equal. He was 
far from confining Chriſtianity to a Party, 
as the Manner of ſome is; He had larger 

and juſter Notions of it; and tho he would 
call no Man Maſter upon Earth, he was 
ever ready to call and account all thoſe 
his Brethren, that appeared to be embar-- 


qued inthe fame common Deſign of pro- 


moting the Goſpel of Chriſt, and ſaving 
Souls. This, indeed, ſeemed to be his 
he ſerved God with his 


Spirit in the Goſpel of his Son. We 
have 


— * Reaſon tothink ee: as 1 as 
Health would give leave, he was Wag, | 
better pleaſed, than when he was about 
his Maſter's Buſineſs, and imitating: that 
divine Perſon, who went about doing 
Good, and made it his Meat to do the 
Will of him that ſent him, and to ſiniſn 
his Work. But, alaſs! after having for; 

ſome Time been preparing us for his Loſs, 
God hath at length taken him from us, 
almoſt in the Midſt of his Days; ſo that 
ye, among whom he went preaching the 
Kingdom of God, and all of us, ſhall ſee? 
his Face no more. It remains therefore, 
that the Things Which ye have learned 
and received, and heard, and ſeen in him, 
© agreeable: to our common Standard of 
Faith and Practice, ye remember and dos 
that ſo,” tho he be dead, and in his Grave, 
the ſeed he ſowed may not die with him, 
but ſpring * and bring an Fruit to 
aral ie. 1» + If 
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